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Man in Search of God 

continued on page 4 

 

A Message from Your Rabbi , David Kunin  

century.   Prophets, priests, rabbis, philosophers, mystics and theologians have sought to gain an ever clearer under-
standing of God, and Godôs relation to the world, history, the Jewish people and all humanity. 
            This ongoing search for understanding has led to the many images and idea that abound about God in our holy 
texts.  It is impossible to look for uniformity, or to say, ñthis is the Jewish God, as He/She has been understood 
throughout Jewish history, and by every Jew.ò  The most one can say is that the Jewish people have embraced a 
monotheistic view of God. 
            Perhaps the greatest gift that the Torah and other holy books provide the Jewish people is their willingness to 
embrace a diversity of ideas about God, from many ages and perspectives.  The editor of the Torah ï and those of the 
other books included in the Hebrew Bible ï did not believe it necessary that it contain one consistent and uniform view, 
rather many views, some seemingly contradictory, are included even within the same book of the Torah. 
             Some texts  reflect the idea that God is the God of the Israelites, while the gods of the other nations also exist 
though perhaps with less power than God.  The Song of the Sea (Ex. 15:11), for example states, ñWho is like You, O 
Lord, among the gods.ò   In another text, God tells Moses that the plagues will not only be a punishment for the Egyp-
tians, but ñI will mete out punishment to all the gods of Egypt, I am the Lord.ò  God, clearly is portrayed in these texts as 
the ñGod of Israel,ò and is not yet understood as the creating, and only ñGod of the universe.ò 

In a real sense Jewish History is the story of a people on a pilgrimage to understand God.  While 
God has remained unchanging, the Jewish understanding of God has changed from century to  
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Canterbury Court Shabbat  
All congregants & their families are invited to Friday night services  

at Canterbury Court / Canterbury Manor 
November 13th & 27th 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

8403 - 142 Street 
Oneg Shabbat to follow. 

  Assistance is provided by members of Edmonton's  
Na'amat Chapters & Beth Shalom Womenôs League. 
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CONGREGATION  B ETH  SHALOM  
11916 JASPER AVE. T5K 0N9    

PHONE: (780) 488-6333   
FAX: (780) 488-6259    

 EMAIL:   info@e-bethshalom.org     
Rabbi David Kunin - rabbi@e-bethshalom.org  
David Mannes - dmannes@e-bethshalom.org 

                                       Talya Shafir - talya@e-bethshalom.org 
                                 Helena Khazanovsky - helena@e-bethshalom.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS     

 MONDAY-THURSDAY   9:00 AM - 4:30 PM / FRIDAYS   9:00 AM - 2:30 PM 
 
 
 

            PRESIDENT                                                 ARLENE MORIN 
VP-ADMIN & FINANCE              MARILYN SHECKTER 
VP RITUAL & PROGRAMMING              JEFF RUBIN 
VP MEMBERSHIP              MOIRA SACKS 
SECRETARY              JAMES MALLET 
TREASURER              STEVEN KATZ 

            PAST PRESIDENT          HOWARD DAVIDOW  
            HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEE          RUSS JOSEPH    
            WOMENõS LEAGUE PRESIDENT                    MONA GROSS 
             
 

 
 

 
           

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
DAVID A. KUNIN                                    RABBI    
DAVID MANNES                                   RITUAL ASSISTANT 
TALYA SHAFIR                                     PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
HELENA KHAZANOVSKY                       OFFICE MANAGER 
LILIA ZISIN         BOOKKEEPER 
ROBERT CUMMINGS                             BUILDING SUPERINTENDENT    
MARIA HOSHKO                                    CATERER      
VERA TKACZUK                                    CATERER 

Sharon Abbott 
Angela Dekort 

Joel Helm 
Steven Landau 

Al Lyons 

Odette Masliyah 
Robert Pokroy 
Wynne Rigal 
Avi Squire 
Amir Taller 
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  Remember to Light  

  the Shabbat Candles   

  Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha Olam, 
Asher Kidshanu BôMitzvotav Vitzevanu Lehadlik  
Ner Shel Shabbat.  Blessed art Thou, O Lord  
our God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who has 
sanctified us by Thy commandments, and has 
commanded us to kindle the Sabbath lights.. 

Candle Lighting Time 
 
Friday, November 6th        4:34 p.m. 
Friday, November 13th                          4:22 p.m. 
Friday, November 20th   4:12 p.m. 
Friday, November 27th   4:04 p.m. 
 

 
 Minyanim  

Sunday Minyan will start at 9:00 a.m. and    
 Weekyday Minyan will commence at  

7: 30 a.m.  Minyan on Wednesday, November 
11th will begin at 9:00 a.m. and on Wednesday, 

November 18th it will start at 7:15 a.m.  

 

Who fold, stuff and deliver our bulletin:  Reuven Dvorkin, Gloria 
&  Bernie Frankel, Irving Marcovitch, and Naomi Hammer 
Who help out in the office: Reuven Dvorkin and Irving Marcovitch 

 

Saturday, November 7th  

Shacharit  9:30 a.m. 
Mincha              6:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, November 14th  

Shacharit  9:30 a.m. 
Mincha              6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 21st   

Shacharit 9:30 a.m. 
Mincha             6:00 p.m. 

Rabbi David Kunin visits the Edmonton 
hospitals regularly.  The hospitals main-
tain a list by religions.  If you would like a 
visit, but donõt wish to give the hospital 
your religious information, please make 

sure to call the synagogue office to let us 
know where you are or where your loved 

one is staying. 

SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  2009-2010 

2009-2010 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

SYNAGOGUE PROFESSIONALS & STAFF 

Saturday, November 28th  

Shacharit   9:30 a.m. 
Mincha     6:00 p.m. 



 
We do our best to ensure the accuracy of all the information in the Bulletin, 
but despite our best efforts, sometimes an error appears.  Please accept 
our sincere apologies for any errors.  Please let us know so that we can 
correct them as soon as possible or update our records where necessary. 
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A Message from your  President,  

Arlene Morin  

 

I have been thinking a lot about music lately.  Music is a big part of our lives in the Morin household.  There is always a CD playing in the 
kitchen while Iôm cooking, unless of course my sons are studying at the kitchen table.  In that case, they play a wide variety of music, from post 
rock to Chopin to classical guitar.  They use music to help them focus and to tune out household noises.  I use music to get me revved up and 
energetic.  When my sons need a break from their books, they head to the piano and guitar to burn off steam for a few minutes.  You can imag-
ine how much I enjoy that.  Talk about kvelling. Sometimes my husband gets in on the act, playing his bass to keep in practice for when his 
band, Digger Dave and the Tombstones, lands a gig. Sadly, I have no musical skills other than a great appreciation of a wide variety of styles of 
music. 
 
My husband can often be found watching concert DVDôs on the computer; we subscribe to several music magazines to follow the reviews of the 
latest CDôs and  on Friday Pierre and I scour the Edmonton Journal ñWhatôs Onò section to see who is performing at our favourite venues.  We 
call our friends and head out to listen to great tunes and of course dance.  Nothing beats the live music experience. 
 
Why am I going on and on about music?  Well, weôve just come through the high holidays.  While enjoying the view from the bimah, I noticed 
how different the holy day nusachs or melodies are from those used the rest of the year.  I have such respect for our congregants who learn 
High Holy Day shacharit or musaf where each paragraph has a unique melody, unlike anything we hear during the year.  Even the Torah trope 
differs.  Of course year to year, one becomes somewhat familiar with the melodies and at Cantor Shalowitzs urgings, we begin to sing along.  
These prayers bring much comfort and meaning. 
 
This year I found the service exceptionally spiritual when Sean and Levi Sonego joined the Cantor on the Bimah; they sang along side by side, 
harmonizing and joining their voices.   I could only close my eyes and enjoy.  What special memories they created. The Sonegoôs had only one 
week or less between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur to learn and practice by themselves after several phone calls with Cantor Shalowitz in 
St. Louis. The Cantor has promised to expand our ad hoc choir even further next year, adding more voices to the mix.  Iôm certainly looking 
forward to hearing them. 
 
We are very fortunate that Sean Sonego will be singing for us again at Beth Shalom.  He and his singing group will be entertaining us at our 
next Café Shalom on Saturday evening, November 21.  Sean is well known in the Edmonton arts community.  He has performed at the Citadel, 
the Winspear, Arden Theatre, Festival Place and many more venues.  Heôs also a very active volunteer, involved in many good causes in Ed-
monton and abroad.  Come on out for a fun, musical and social evening at the shul.  You can bet Iôll be there with my toe tapping and a big 
smile on my face.  Because of course, you canôt beat live music especially when you add the great food! 
 
See you in shul, 
 

Arlene 

 

Do you feel you are missing important information 
coming from shul?  Have you missed a date, an 
 event or even a change in time for a service?  

 If so, please help us!! 
 

If you are not on our e-mail list, or if you have not been 
getting our e-mails (perhaps we have the wrong  

address) please e-mail us at info@e-bethshalom.org 
and weôll put you on our distribution list.   

 
We would very much appreciate your help in this matter 

so we know we are reaching out to all of our members.  Each 
one of you is very important and we donôt want any-

one to be left out because of lack of communication! 

You are invited to join the Social Action Committee!  

Help make the world a better place.   

 

Please contact Avigayil Squire at avi2kat@gmail.com  

or by phone at 780-299-6377. 
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This year our Sunday Movies will have a theme!  
Please look forward to films that all feature  
Judaism in America.  Relax and spend part 

 of your Sunday afternoon watching a movie 
and munching on popcorn!   

 
Sunday, November 15th 3:00 p.m. 

ñKeeping the Faithò 
 

A love triangle between three friends:  Rabbi Jake Schram, 
Father Brian Finn and childhood friend, Anna Reilly.  Anna 

has become a stunning beauty with   a lot of spunk and   
ambition, and both of them want her.  A major road block  

to Anna for both men is their religion.  Jake is up for a head 
position at his synagogue and taking on a non-Jewish  

partner is frowned upon and Brian  
 has given a vow of celibacy to become a priest.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beth Shalom Casino Fundraiser 
 will be held on 

 

We are looking for volunteers for all positions.  
Please contact the synagogue office 

at (780)488-6333 ext. 301 

  Please join Rabbi David & Shelley Kunin & your friends for 

Shabbat Dinner 
A TASTE OF ISRAEl 

 Friday, November 20th at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Adultsñ$30.00                            Seniors/Students ð $28.00   
Children 5-12ñ $15.00                Children 0-4 ñ no charge 

 

Please call for reservations  
(780)488-6333 ext.301 

 
 

 
 

Shabbat Service  
will follow at 8:00 p.m. 

Other texts understand God as the Lord of all creation.  Genesis 1, the story of the creation of the world exemplifies this 
view of God.  In this text, God creates with the mere utterance of a word.  The flood story (Genesis 7) also portrays 
Godôs universal power, as nearly the whole of creation is destroyed at Godôs will. 
            Many Psalms also celebrate God as the master of creation.  Psalm 104, for example, beautifully describes Godôs 
creative power: ñYou established the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never totter.  You made the deep cover it 
as a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.  They fled at your blast, rushed away at the sound of your thun-
der, ï mountains rising and valleys sinking ï to the place You established for them.ò  The psalmist clearly describes God 
as master and creator of all that exists. 
 The Bible also portrays God as the God of History and the God of all humanity.  The biblical authors look at his-
tory through the lens of religion.  World events are not random, rather they are caused by God, as punishment or reward  

A Message from Your Rabbi , David Kunin  continued from page 1 

continued on page 13 

 




