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Canterbury Court Shabbat  
All congregants & their families are invited to Friday night services  

at Canterbury Court / Canterbury Manor 
December 11th & 25th 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

8403 - 142 Street 
Oneg Shabbat to follow. 

  Assistance is provided by members of Edmonton's  
Na'amat Chapters & Beth Shalom Womenôs League. 
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CONGREGATION  B ETH  SHALOM  
11916 JASPER AVE. T5K 0N9    

PHONE: (780) 488-6333   
FAX: (780) 488-6259    

 EMAIL:   info@e-bethshalom.org     
Rabbi David Kunin - rabbi@e-bethshalom.org  
David Mannes - dmannes@e-bethshalom.org 

                                 Helena Khazanovsky - helena@e-bethshalom.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS     
 MONDAY-THURSDAY   9:00 AM - 4:30 PM / FRIDAYS   9:00 AM - 2:30 PM 

 
 
 

            PRESIDENT                                                 ARLENE MORIN 
VP-ADMIN & FINANCE              MARILYN SHECKTER 
VP RITUAL & PROGRAMMING              JEFF RUBIN 
VP MEMBERSHIP              MOIRA SACKS 
SECRETARY              JAMES MALLET 
TREASURER              STEVEN KATZ 

            PAST PRESIDENT          HOWARD DAVIDOW  
            HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEE          RUSS JOSEPH    
            WOMENõS LEAGUE PRESIDENT                    DEBBY REMIS 
             
 

 
 
 

           
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
DAVID A. KUNIN                                    RABBI    
DAVID MANNES                                   RITUAL ASSISTANT 
TALYA SHAFIR                                     PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
HELENA KHAZANOVSKY                       OFFICE MANAGER 
LILIA ZISIN         BOOKKEEPER 
ROBERT CUMMINGS                             BUILDING SUPERINTENDENT    
MARIA HOSHKO                                    CATERER      
VERA TKACZUK                                    CATERER 

Sharon Abbott 
Angela Dekort 

Joel Helm 
Steven Landau 

Al Lyons 

Odette Masliyah 
Robert Pokroy 
Wynne Rigal 
Avi Squire 
Amir Taller 
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  Remember to Light  

  the Shabbat Candles   

  Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha Olam, 
Asher Kidshanu BôMitzvotav Vitzevanu Lehadlik  
Ner Shel Shabbat.  Blessed art Thou, O Lord  
our God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who has 
sanctified us by Thy commandments, and has 
commanded us to kindle the Sabbath lights.. 

Candle Lighting Time 
 
Friday, December 4th        3:59 p.m. 
Friday, December 11th                          3:57 p.m. 
Friday, December 18th   3:58 p.m. 
Friday, December 25th   4:01 p.m. 
 

 
 

Minyanim  Sunday Minyans at 9:00 a.m. and    
 Weekday Minyans at 7: 30 a.m.  Except 
Thursday, December 17th and Friday,  
December 18th at 7:15 a.m. for Rosh  

Chodesh Tevet and on Friday, December 
25th at 9:00 a.m. for Civil Holiday Day.  

 

Who fold, stuff and deliver our bulletin:  Reuven Dvorkin, Gloria 
&  Bernie Frankel, Irving Marcovitch, and Naomi Hammer 
Who help out in the office: Reuven Dvorkin and Irving Marcovitch 

 

Saturday, December 5th  

Shacharit  9:30 a.m. 
Mincha               4:30 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 12th  
Volunteer Shabbat  

Shacharit  9:30 a.m. 
Mincha               4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 19th 

Shacharit 9:30 a.m. 
Mincha              4:30 p.m. 

Rabbi David Kunin visits the Edmonton 
hospitals regularly.  The hospitals main-
tain a list by religions.  If you would like a 
visit, but donõt wish to give the hospital 
your religious information, please make 

sure to call the synagogue office to let us 
know where you are or where your loved 

one is staying. 

SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  2009-2010 

2009-2010 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

SYNAGOGUE PROFESSIONALS & STAFF 

Saturday, December 26th  
Birthday Shabbat  

Shacharit   9:30 a.m. 
Mincha     4:30 p.m. 



We are looking for volunteers to make occasional visits to congregants in  
hospital, in extended care or at their homes.  We will work with your schedule 
and availability.  Please help us with this important mitzvah of giving comfort.  

Call Arlene at (780) 489-5892 if you are available at any time to help. 

BIKKUR CHOLIM COMMITTEE-VISITING THE SICK 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

A Message from Your Rabbi , David Kunin  
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           You are invited to join the Social Action Committee!  

Help make the world a better place.   

 

Please contact Avigayil Squire   

at avi2kat@gmail.com  

or by phone at 780-299-6377. 

 

 As we light the hanukiah, eat latkes and 
sing holiday songs we recall the triumphs of the 
ancient Maccabees.  Yet, as we do so I suspect that 
few of us meditate on the tragic aspects of a seem-
ingly joyous holiday.  While Hanukkah does cele-
brate a victory of our ancestors over the Syrian-
Greeks, it also commemorates a civil war when Jew 
fought against Jew.  Therefore, the holiday should 

also be a reminder to us that we can be our own worst enemies. 
 
 The war began as an internal conflict between an assimilated 
aristocracy and Jews largely from the provinces who wanted to remain 
true to what they believed was the authentic expression of our tradi-
tion.  Both sides refused to compromise and to see the legitimacy of the 
other, and the ferocity of their conflict drew in the forces of the Syrian-
Greeks who dominated the region.  While we rightly celebrate the victory 
of the Maccabees, who fought to preserve our tradition, it is likely that the 
earlier internal struggle made it easier for the Romans to conquer the 
Maccabean state only 70 years after it was ended.  Indeed, that state was 
also further weakened by continual often violent struggles between two 
major ancient expressions of the Jewish tradition, the Sadducees and the 
Pharisees.  
 
 Unfortunately, the civil war that preceded the founding of the 
Maccabean state and its own internal struggles were only one of the 
many internal conflicts that have marred Jewish history.  Too often, we 
have allowed internal differences to weaken us and allow openings for our 
enemies.  Indeed, the Talmud teaches that the Second Temple was de-
stroyed for two sins, one of which was internal communal violence and 
hatred, the other was a failure to treat people with basic respect. 

Yet, our tradition provides a very different model for dealing with 
differences and disagreements. Like earlier  periods the rabbinic 
period also had its own major schools of thought who disagreed 
about almost everything ï namely the Schools of Hillel and 
Shamai.  Yet in the midst of a three year argument, a heavenly 
voice establishes that both approaches ï though in total disagree-
ment ï are the words of the living God.  In other words, disagree-
ment should not lead to violence but rather to a respect that both 
sides are sincerely working to understand and express the will of 
God. 
 
When the rabbis identified communal hatred as the sin that led to 
destruction, they also stated that they could see only a very small 
hope for future redemption, as redemption would only come when 
the practice of this sin came to an end.  Unfortunately they spoke 
truly.   Though 2000 years have passed, as a community we still 
struggle one against another and often fail to work together, allow-
ing our differences to divide us.  Instead of working to create a 
better world, we work to score points claiming that our particular 
vision of Judaism is the only one that is true or legitimate.   Yet, if 
we listen to the voice of our tradition we should hear Godôs voice 
stating ñthis one and that one are both the words of the living 
Godò  ï all of them are part of the divine plan.   
 
Hanukkah celebrates our survival in the past, yet if we listen care-
fully to its message its true teaching is that our long term survival 
and success depends on our respect for each other as together 
we work for Tikkun Olam. 
 

Rabbi David Kunin  
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Beth Shalom Casino Fundraiser 
 will be held on 

 

We are looking for volunteers for all positions.  
Please contact the synagogue office at (780)488-6333 ext. 301 
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A Message from your  President,  

Arlene Morin  

 

There is a major change in tradition in the works these days at Beth Shalom.  Donôt worry though, itôs only temporary.  For the first time, our con-
gregants have forsaken the traditional handshake greeting.  No longer do the Rabbi and I greet every congregant during the Torah procession 
with the customary hand grasp, nor do we do so at the door after the service as congregants leave the sanctuary. 
 
The reason for this change of course is seasonal flu prevention.  Many of our members have fragile immune systems or have underlying health 
issues.  Avoiding hand contact is a recommended method of minimizing the transference of the H1N1 virus and other nasty bugs making the 
rounds.   
 
For me though, the greeting of ñShabbat Shalomò and ñGood Shabbosò just donôt hold as much warmth.   Hopefully we can get back to the norm 
soon. In the meantime, we are making good use of the hand sanitizers placed throughout the building and members are not coming to services 
when ill. 
 
Looking back at November, it was a very busy month at Beth Shalom.  We started our various adult education classes and lecture series; in 
addition to our regular special Shabbats, we enjoyed a Shabbat where Rabbi Kunin explained the mystical aspects of the service; we enjoyed 
Rabbi Skobacôs discussion of the DaVinci Code and we had our most successful Caf® Shalom ever. Sean Sonego and his talented friends sang 
to an absolutely packed room of 80.  The attendees were aged 14 to 84 and Seanôs music appealed to everyone. We listened intently and 
cheered for every song.  What a fun evening.  It sometimes amazes me how much we have going on at our shul.    
 
During the Shabbat service on December 12, we will be honouring our many tireless volunteers as well as our Volunteer of the Year.  As with 
many other not for profit organizations, our synagogue relies heavily on unpaid helpers who assist our staff with office work, running programs, 
working casinos, davening, and governance on the Board and committees.  We are very fortunate to have so many dedicated friends who so 
willingly serve their community.  They share their time, energy and expertise to keep our shul viable.  However, we can always find a place for 
more volunteers.  Our Board of Trustees will have some openings next March and our committees can always use help.  We are currently 
searching for someone to do traffic control for our Bikkur Cholim committee.  Could you phone people and let them know an ill member needs a 
visit?   
 
We will be sending a letter in the mail to our volunteers inviting them to join us on December 12 for the service and to RSVP for our Kiddush 
lunch.  My hope is that our list has not omitted a single one of our dedicated helpers.  However, if we have, please call and let us know as we 
want to have each and every one of you there. 
 
In Edmonton we are a small but active community.  Thank you to every one of you who give so much of yourselves not only to Beth Shalom but 
to the many other Jewish organizations in our city.  This active involvement in the community was evidenced by the fabulous turnout this year at 
both the Kristallnacht and Remembrance Day ceremonies. This large attendance shows respect for the generations who have known such hard-
ship and have made sacrifices so that we may live freely as Jews without fear of oppression.  On behalf of my family, thank you to all of our vet-
erans and survivors.  Todah. 
 
See you in shul! 
 

Arlene 

Do you feel you are missing important information coming from shul?  Have you missed a date,  
an event or even a change in time for a service?  If so, please help us!! 

 
If you are not on our e-mail list, or if you have not been getting our e-mails (perhaps we have the wrong  

address) please e-mail us at info@e-bethshalom.org and weôll put you on our distribution list.   
 

We would very much appreciate your help in this matter so we know we are reaching out to 
 all of our members.  Each one of you is very important and we donôt want anyone to be  

left out because of lack of communication! 

We do our best to ensure the accuracy  
of all the information in the Bulletin, but 
despite our best efforts, sometimes an 
error appears.  Please accept our sin-
cere apologies for any errors.  Please let 
us know so that we can correct them as 
soon as possible or update our records 
where necessary. 
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